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ABSTRACT 
 

The present study deals with the Ethno-medicinal plants used by the local communities in 

Santragachhi area, under Howrah Municipal Corporation, ward no. 38, District Howrah, West 

Bengal, India. An ethno medicinal survey was carried out the use of medicinal plants in Santragachi 

region. The information was gathered from the local community people using an integrated 

approach botanical collections, group discussion and interview with questionnaire during           

2012-2013. Among 50 informants interviewed, 10 were tribal practitioners. A total of 53 genera and       

33 families are documented. In most of case, fresh parts of the plants were used for the preparation 

of medicine. The results further revealed that the natives of this area are not very much practiced in 

using the medicinal plants in the treatment of human illness. The study area is delimited by number 

of wetlands and the people collect the aquatic plants by their habitual knowledge as food resources. 

But due to expansion of city area, road construction causes loss of plant diversity and random 

exploitation of natural resources many valuable medicinal plants are at the stage of extinction. The 

present study documented ethno medicinal plants were mostly used for treatment of various 

diseases. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Nature has bestowed us a very rich botanical wealth 

and a large number of diverse plants that are used by 

different ethnic people for medicinal purpose grow wild 

in different parts of the country. This knowledge of 

valued plants has helped the people to develop a 

sense of responsibility in utilizing the plant resources 

and also to conserve and pass on the wisdom of plant 

resource utilization to the prosperity (Ketwa and 

Chaudhary et al. 2003). About 75% drugs and 

perfumery products used worldwide are available in 

natural state in India. Medicinal and ethnobotanical 

uses of many of these species were documented by 

various researchers (Rothe 2003). A large number of 

plants are used in the traditional system of medicine, 

grown in wild state under undisturbed habitats of 

nature. 

      In India, many indigenous plants are used in herbal 

medicine to cure diseases and heal injuries. Tribal 

people have been in the practice of preserving a rich 

heritage of information on medicinal plants and their 

usage. They have both the know-how and do-how for 

preparing the medicine and its administration. If this 

information is yet to be collected systematically and 

comprehensively and maintained in databases in a 

manner they would help in protecting their knowledge.  

      Sixty six species of medicinal plants under           

36 families occurring in Bankura district are arranged 

against their therapeutic value (Sanyal and Namhata 

1995). Traditional uses of yellow flowered palas (Butea 

monosperma var. lutea) and silk cotton tree (Ceiba 

pentandra) by the natives of Bankura district, West 

Bengal have been reported by Basu in the year of 

2003 (Basu 2003). In 2005, Hotwani and Mukherjee 

(2005) together made an inventory of 110 angiosperms 

belongings to 48 families growing in the campus of 

Burdwan University, the uses of which in treatment of 

different diseases are in record. Along with this work 

they found of 120 species of medicinal plants 

belonging to 64 families and 114 genera growing in 

different parts of the Burdwan District. In an another 

work various taxonomic and ecological aspects of the 

Angiospermic weeds of rice fields were reported in 

Burdwan District, West Bengal (Bhattacharya and 

Mukherjee 1998). So far 20 species representing       

19 genera and 13 families were detected to be useful 

aliens from different phytogeographical regions of the 

world. These foreign elements have naturalized so 

efficiently not only to become a component of the local 

flora but also to earn ethnic nomenclature and use.    

17 species were recorded with medicinal use out of 

which 2 have veterinary applications. These rice fields 

weeds can be used as source of food (5 species), 

fodder (4 species), fibre (4 species), oil for making 

soap, illuminant and lubricant (3 species), paper pulp 

(3 species), soil fertilizer (4 species), raw material for 

paint (2 species), spice and condiments (2 species), 

ornamental (2 species), narcotic, skin tattooing 

substances and printing ink (1 species each). 

      According to a study with 18 sacred groves of 

Purulia district of West Bengal some workers reported 

56 species of medicinal plants growing in these 

groves. It also mentions the threats to the sacred 

groves (Ghosh and Das 1999). A scientific attempt has 

been made to prepare a list of some ethnobotanically 

important medicinal plants commonly used by the tribal 

healers of Baghmundi for the treatment of rheumatism 

prevailing among common people of the locality (Rao 

1989) Preliminary census and systematic survey of 

anti-diabetic plants of Midnapore district, West Bengal 

was done by Ghosh and Das in 1999 (Ghosh and Das 

1999). An Ethnobotanical census of medicinally 

important antidiabetic plants of the district Midnapore 

has been conducted since October 1994 to April 1997. 

Such census reveals the Record of 55 species 

belonging to 2 dicots and 4 monocots families used as 

antidiabetic plants by tribal and local people. According 

to National Institute of Industrial Research (NIIR), 

nearly, 500 plants were screened for anti-tubercular 

activity. Few research works showed that in the near 

future; plant extracts would help conquer tuberculosis 

and even gave us the anticancer substance. Therefore 

the present study reports the documentation and 

ethno-medicinal application of plants in Santragachi 

area by the local community people. 

 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 

Site of study. The study area lies along the west bank 

of the Hooghly River directly opposite Calcutta. 

Howrah is commonly known as the twin city of Kolkata. 

This district covers an area of 97sq.km.  The area lies 

between 22°48´N and 22°12´N latitudes and between 

88°23´E and 87°50´ E longitude, and the district 

bounded by Hooghly river south and north                

24-Parganas. The study area, i.e., ward no. 38 nearly 

1 mile from Hooghly river (Figure 1). 
 

                              

Figure 1. Site of study in Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 
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Methodologies. Field work was performed in areas of 

Santragachi to document the primary data concerning 

the plants species which can be used as medicinal 

plant species by different indigenous communities of 

the area following standard ethnobotanical methods 

(Rao 1989). Adequate plant specimens of concern 

were collected some of which were taxonomically 

worked out and identified using pertinent literature 

(Prain 1903, Guha Bakshi 1984, Panigrahi and Murti 

1989, Murti and Panigrahi 1999). The remaining 

specimens were processed for herbarium preservation 

as voucher specimens following Jain and Rao (1977). 

For study of basic phytosociological attributes five 

quadrats (1 meter x 1 meter) were laid to quantify the 

vegetation of the concerned study site. 

 

Statistical analysis. The values were expressed as 

mean values of triplicate observations and statistical 

significance was tested at 5% level. Cluster analysis of 

the study variable was done through MINITAB        

13.1 version software. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The present study was primarily aimed to investigate 

the plants present by the local and tribal peoples of 

villages for their medicinal values. During the present 

investigation 53 different plants species were found to 

be used for medicinal purposes by local people   

(Table 1) 16 species are tree type, 31 species are 

herbaceous in nature, 5 species belong to shrub 

category and a single species belonged to aquatic 

herb category. Figure 2 clearly reveals herb dominated 

plant community of the concerned study sites.         

The sequence of occurrence of vegetation includes in 

the following order: herb>tree>shrub> aquatic herb. All 

the species occurred under field condition and at 

different roadsides. Further observations of the 

tabulated data reveal that 53 species belong to 33 

plant families. Among the 33 plant families 

Asclepiadaceae and leguminosae has the highest 

representative of four plants followed by Solanaceae, 

Apocynaceae, Labiateae representing three species 

each (Figure 3). 

      From the tabulated form it further appears that 

most of the families were represented by single 

species. From ethno medicinal use purpose stem,    

leaf, fruit, root, flower, seeds were the mostly used 

parts of the observed plant species. For         

Calotropis gigantiea, Linum usitatissimum,          

Bacopa monnieri, Datura metel, Clerodendrum 

viscosum, Aloe vera, Solanum nigrum,             

Thevatia peruviana, Amaranthus spinosus,           

Eclipta prostrata, Ocimum tenuiflorum, Mimosa pudica, 

and Brassica campestris all parts of the plant body 

were used by the local community people for medicinal 

purposes. Figure 4 clearly depicts the use pattern of 

different plant species by the local community people 

of Santragachi area. Among the different plant parts 

used leaf and stem were the mostly used part among 

all the plant species leading to over harvesting and 

abuse of the plant species. Use of the entire plant body 

further aggravates the problem of over harvesting and 

total destruction of the plant species. From the 

application perspective species such as Clerodendrum 

viscosum, Ocimum tenuiflorum, Centella asiatica, and 

Lollenatia royleana were found to have multipurpose of 

uses. 

      Table 2 represents the phytosociological attributes 

of observed plant species of Santragachi area. From 

the phytosociological point of view there is significant 

level of variation among the observed 53 plant species. 

Among the observed species Eclipta prostrata was 

found to be the dominant one and most of the species 

were single in occurrence. The density value ranged 

between 0.2 to 75 among the observed plant species. 

From the results of cluster analysis four distinct 

clusters were obtained for the observed plant families. 

(Figure 5) Cluster 1 comprises of Solanaceae, 

Apocynaceae, Acanthaceae and Labiatae. Cluster 2 

comprising of Asclepiadaceae and Leguminosae. 

Cluster 3 is the largest cluster among the four clusters 

comprising of 22 families and Cluster 4 comprises of 

five families. 

      Documentation of traditional knowledge on the 

utilization of plants has been initiated by several 

workers during last two decades (Sharma et al. 2003). 

However due to unscientific activities and 

overexploitation some plant species are getting 

endangered. To overcome this problem or to meet the 

demand of medicinal plants in herbal preparations, 

conservation strategies, are required to be 

implemented to protect this rich traditional ethnic plant 

diversity. However, due to recent developmental 

activities and market inclination, a decline in traditional 

knowledge has been observed. Therefore great efforts 

are required to document traditional knowledge of the 

local people so as to prepare a comprehensive 

account of it, which will open new vistas in plant 

research (Sharma and Lal 2005). In indigenous 

systems of medicines namely Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani 

and Homeopathy the plant are in use for curing 

alignments of humankind since centuries. India is one 

of the main centres of the ancient human civilization in 

the world where plants have been utilized for various 

purposes including herbal medicines. Traditional 

knowledge developed over years of observation, trial 

and error, inference and instance has largely used for 

their sustainable development and for the betterment 

of mankind. 
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Table 1. List of species observed at the site of study in Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 
Sl. 
No. 

Common 
Name 

Botanical Name Family Type Occurrence Parts Used Uses 

1 Aada Zingiber officinale Zingiberaceae Herb Field/ Roadside stem Cough & cold 

2 Akanda Calotropis gigantiea Asclepiadaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Several purposes 

3 Amalaki Emblica officinalis Euphorbiaceae Tree 
Roadside, 

Garden 
Fruit Source of Vit -C 

4 Amrul Oxalis corniculata Oxalidaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf, stem 
Eye, skin, GIT 

problem, anemia 

5 Anantamul Hemidesmus indicus Asclepiadaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Breathing Disorder 

6 Anantamul Tylophora indica Asclepiadaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Breathing Disorder 

7 Aparajita Pergularia daemia Asclepiadaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 
All parts of 

stem 
CNS, Liver 

problem, gout. 

8 Arhar Cajanus cajan Leguminosae Shrub Field/ Roadside Leaf Stomach upset 

9 Arjun Terminalia arjuna Combretaceae Tree Roadside Stem skin Heart disorder 

10 Ashagandha Withania somnifera Solanaceae Shrub Field/ Roadside 
Leaf, seed, 
root, fruit 

Bronchitis , skin, 
GIT problem, 

11 Ashoka Saraca indica Leguminosae Tree Field/ Roadside Stem skin 
Gynecological 

Disorder 

12 Ashwatha Ficus bengalensis Moreceae Tree Field/ Roadside Leaf Antibacterial 

13 Atasi Linum usitatissimum Fabaceae Tree Field/ Roadside All parts 
GI problems, 
cough & cold 

14 Bandar Lathi Cassia Fistula Leguminosae Tree Field/ Roadside Fruit Anal disorders 

15 Basak Adhatododa vasica Acanthaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Stomach Problem 

16 Bel Aegle Marmelos Rutaceae Tree Field/ Roadside Fruit Constipation 

17 Brahmi Bacopa monnieri Scrophulariaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Several purposes 

18 Dadmari Cassia alata Caesalpinaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Skin Problem 

19 Dhania Coriander sativum Scrophulariaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 
All parts of 

stem 
Antibacterial 

20 Dhattura Datura metel Solanaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Multipurpoes 

21 Eucalyptus Eucalyptus sp. Myrtaceae Tree Field/ Roadside Leaf Antibacterial 

22 Falsa Grewia asiatica Tiliaceae Tree Field/ Roadside Fruit Source of Vit-C 

23 Gandal Paederia foetida Rubiaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Stomach problem 

24 Ghentu 
Clerodendrum 

viscosum 
Verbenaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Multipurpose 

25 Ghritakumari Aloe Vera Liliaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Anti-bacterial 

26 Haritaki Terminalia chebula Combretaceae Tree Field/ Roadside seed Stomach problem 

27 Hatishur Heliotropium indicum Boraginaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 
Leaf, Root, 

flower 

Cough, skin 
problem, used in 

abortion 

28 Hing Ferula assafoetida 
Umbelliferae 
(Apiaceae) 

Tree Field/ Roadside 
Execratory 
substance 

Anti-microbial 

29 Jaba 
Hibiscus rosa-

sinensis 
Malvaceae Shrub Field/ Roadside Flower Hail fall control 

30 Juin Jasminum officinale Oleaceae Shrub Field/ Roadside Leaf Throat sore 

31 Kakamachi Solanum nigrum Solanaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts 
Bronchitis, gout, 
sore treatment, 
Tuberculosis, 

32 Kalke Thevitia peruviana Apocynaceae Tree Field/ Roadside All parts 
Fever, gout, 

Stomach problem 
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33 Kalmegh 
Andrographis 

paniculata 
Acanthaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf, stem 

Anti-parasitic, 
Hepatic problem 

34 Kantanote 
Amaramthus 

spinosus 
Amarnthaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts 

All parts, kidney 
blood, GIT, RS 

problems 

35 Kath Champa 
Artabotrys 

odoratisimus 
Annonaceae Tree Field/ Roadside Leaf, Flower 

Cholera treatment, 
Anemia,Heart 

disorder 

36 Kesht Eclipta prostrata Asteraceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts 
Hair fall, skin 

problem,  
Bronchitis 

37 Kotbish 
Aconitum 

heterophyllum 
Ranunculaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Root 

Pain Killer, Heart 
Disorder 

38 Krishna tulsi Ocimum tenuiflorum 
Labiatae 

(Lamiaceae) 
Herb Field/ Roadside All parts Multipurpose 

39 Kucchila 
Strychnos 
nuxvomica 

Loganiaceae Tree Field/ Roadside 
Leaf, stem, 
bark, seed 

Pain, sore, GI 
problem, anti-

malarial 

40 Kule khara 
Asteracanthus 

longifolia 
Acanthaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 

All parts of the 
stem 

Anemia 

41 Kurchi 
Holarrhena 

antidysenterica 
Apocynaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 

All parts of the 
stem 

Anti-dysenteric 

42 Lajjabati Mimosa pudica Mimosaceae Herb Field/ Roadside All parts 
Coagulant, 

Anemia, Leprosy 

43 Methi Trigonella foenum Oxalidaceae Herb Field/ Roadside 
All parts of the 

stem 
Anti-sore, Hair fall 

control 

44 Neel padma Nymphaea stellata Nymphaeaceae Aq. Herb Field/ Roadside Flower Cardiac Disorder 

45 Neem Azadirachta indica Meliaceae Tree Field/ Roadside 
All parts of the 

stem 
Anti-microbial 

46 Rerhi Ricinus communis Euphorbiaceae Shrub Field/ Roadside Seed Urinary problem 

47 Sarisha Brassica campestris 
Brassicaceae  
(Cruciferae) 

Herb Field/ Roadside All 
As fat & mineral 

source 

48 Sarpagandha Rauvolfia serpentina Apocynaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Root 
High Blood 
pressure 

49 Tentul Tamarindus indica Leguminosae Tree Field/ Roadside Fruit Source of Vit-C 

50 Thankuni Centella asiatica 
Umbelliferae 
(Apiaceae) 

Herb Field/ Roadside 
All parts of 

stem 
Multipurpose 

51 Topmaree Lollenatia royleana, 
Labiatae 

(Lamiaceae) 
Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Multipurpose 

52 Tulsi Ocimum sanctum 
Labiatae 

(Lamiaceae) 
Herb Field/ Roadside Leaf Cough & Cold 

53 Vuinchampa Kaempferia rotunda Zingiberaceae Herb Field/ Roadside Stem 
Wound healing, 
stomach upset 

 
 

Table 2. Phytosociological attributes of medicinal plants in the site of study in Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 

Sl. No. Common Name Botanical Name Family 
Total population 

Count 
Density 

1 Aada Zingiber officinale Zingiberaceae 1 0.2 

2 Akanda Calotropis gigantiea Asclepiadaceae 7 1.4 

3 Amalaki Emblica officinalis Euphorbiaceae 1 0.2 

4 Amrul Oxalis corniculata Oxalidaceae 1 0.2 

5 Anantamul Hemidesmus indicus Asclepiadaceae 1 0.2 

6 Anantamul Tylophora indica Asclepiadaceae 1 0.2 

7 Aparajita Pergularia daemia Asclepiadaceae 15 3.0 

8 Arhar Cajanus cajan Leguminosae 1 0.2 

9 Arjun Terminalia arjuna Combretaceae 3 0.6 

10 Ashagandha Withania somnifera Solanaceae 1 0.2 

11 Ashoka Saraca indica Leguminosae 2 0.4 

12 Ashwatha Ficus bengalensis Moreceae 5 1.0 

13 Atasi Linum usitatissimum Fabaceae 0 0.0 

14 Bandar Lathi Cassia Fistula Leguminosae 5 1.0 
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15 Basak Adhatododa vasica Acanthaceae 1 0.2 

16 Bel Aegle Marmelos Rutaceae 2 0.4 

17 Brahmi Bacopa monnieri Scrophulariaceae 1 0.2 

18 Dadmari Cassia alata Caesalpinaceae 1 0.2 

19 Dhania Coriander sativum Scrophulariaceae 1 0.2 

20 Dhattura Datura metel Solanaceae 15 3.0 

21 Eucalyptus Eucalyptus sp Myrtaceae 9 1.8 

22 Falsa Grewia asiatica Tiliaceae 3 0.6 

23 Gandal Paederia foetida Rubiaceae 2 0.4 

24 Ghentu Clerodendrum viscosum Verbenaceae 6 1.2 

25 Ghritakumari Aloe Vera Liliaceae 1 0.2 

26 Haritaki Terminalia chebula Combretaceae 1 0.2 

27 Hatishur Heliotropium indicum Boraginaceae 1 0.2 

28 Hing Ferula assafoetida Umbelliferae (Apiaceae) 1 0.2 

29 Jaba Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Malvaceae 25 5.0 

30 Juin Jasminum officinale Oleaceae 3 0.6 

31 Kakamachi Solanum nigrum Solanaceae 45 9.0 

32 Kalke Thevitia peruviana Apocynaceae 7 1.4 

33 Kalmegh Andrographis paniculata Acanthaceae 1 0.2 

34 Kantanote Amaramthus spinosus Amarnthaceae 105 21.0 

35 KathChampa Artabotrys odoratisimus Annonaceae 1 0.2 

36 Kesht Eclipta prostrata Asteraceae 525 105.0 

37 Kotbish Aconitum heterophyllum Ranunculaceae 1 0.2 

38 Krishna tulsi Ocimum tenuiflorum Labiatae (Lamiaceae) 1 0.2 

39 Kucchila Strychnos nuxvomica Loganiaceae 1 0.2 

40 Kule khara Asteracanthus longifolia Acanthaceae 24 4.8 

41 Kurchi Holarrhena antidysenterica Apocynaceae 1 0.2 

42 Lajjabati Mimisa pudica Mimosaceae 1 0.2 

43 Methi Trigonella foenum Fabaceae 1 0.2 

44 Neel padma Nymphaea stellata Nymphaeaceae 1 0.2 

45 Neem Azadirachta indica Meliaceae 5 1.0 

46 Rerhi Ricinus communis Euphorbiaceae 100 20.0 

47 Sarisha Brassica campestris Brassicaceae  (Cruciferae) 138 27.6 

48 Sarpagandha Rauvolfia serpentina Apocynaceae 1 0.2 

49 Tentul Tamarindus indica Leguminosae 2 0.4 

50 Thankuni Centella asiatica Umbelliferae (Apiaceae) 375 75.0 

51 Topmaree Lollenatia royleana, Labiatae (Lamiaceae) 12 2.4 

52 Tulsi Ocimum sanctum Labiatae (Lamiaceae) 30 6.0 

53 Vuinchampa Kaempferia rotunda Zingiberaceae 2 0.4 

 

 
 

 
Figure 2. Taxonomic distribution of plant species of 

Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 

 

 
Figure 3. Distribution of medicinal plant families of 

Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 
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Figure 4. Use pattern of different plant parts of different 

medicinal plant species of Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 

 

      During the present investigation it was found that 

most of the respondents of the Local community of the 

concerned study sites reflected lack of adequate 

knowledge, awareness about overharvesting and 

overuse and a higher dependency towards allopathy 

treatment over traditional healthcare systems. This 

declining dependency towards traditional healthcare 

systems might be attributed towards hard and 

prolonged requirement of time for collection of plants, 

lack of adequate skill for proper identification of 

medicinal plants. Also the gradual improvement of 

modern healthcare systems and closeness towards 

modern treatment facilities in cities and townships as 

well as the availability of primary health centers and 

sub centers in each village in recent years have further 

diverted the dependency away from ethno medicinal 

practices. Many researchers have reported the 

preference of traditional healthcare systems by the 

local community people over the allopathic drugs 

(Abebe and Ayehu 1993, Addis et al. 2001, 

Teklehaymanot and Giday 2007). During the present 

investigation at the concerned study sites destructive 

harvesting due to use of vegetative parts of the plant 

body as well as the entire plant body were found to be 

the major reasons behind loss of plant species.       

The threatened taxa could be under severe threat of 

extinction if they have small fragmented distribution in 

a particular area as well as if the species were       

wildly exploited for commercial purposes       

(Augustine and Sivadasan 2004). Therefore, it would 

be essential to assess the not only promote their 

conservation but also offer income opportunity to local 

community.
 

 
Figure 5. Cluster analysis of different families of plant species observed at Santragachi Area, West Bengal. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 
The ethno medicinal plants are under threat due to 

deforestation, overgrazing and their reckless utilization 

throughout the world. It indicates the urgent need of 

their conservation for sustainable development. The 

local uses of plants as a cure are common particularly 

in those areas, which have little or non-access to 

modern health services, such as the innumerable 

villages and hamlets in India. Due to commercial 

harvesting deforestation, uncontrolled grazing the 

medicinal plant diversity is being largely threatened 

and many species have come under critically 

endangered category. With the active support of local 

and villagers, importance of these economically 

important plants could be utilized for the benefits of our 

future generations. It is essential that ethno medicinal 

investigation should persistently be carried on and 

efforts should be made for proper protection, 

cultivation and conservation of these precious 

medicinal plants in large scales so that professional 

requirements can be fulfilled. 
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RESUMO 
 

Estudos sobre diversidade etnomedicinal de plantas em áreas 

urbanas – um estudo de caso.  O presente estudo trata do uso 

etnomedicinal de plantas por pelas comunidades locais na área 

Santragachhi, sob Howrah Municipal Corporation, quadra 38, Distrito 

Howrah, Bengala Ocidental, na Índia. Uma pesquisa etnomedicinal 

foi realizada sobre o uso de plantas medicinais na região 

Santragachi. Informações foram coletadas junto das pessoas da 

comunidade local utilizando uma abordagem integrada de coleções 

botânicas, discussão em grupo e entrevista com questionário 

durante 2012-2013. Entre 50 informantes entrevistados, 10 eram 

praticantes tribais. Um total de 53 gêneros e 33 famílias está 

documentado. Na maioria dos casos, partes frescas de plantas 

foram utilizadas para a preparação de medicamentos. Os resultados 

revelaram ainda que os nativos desta área não utilizam 

corriqueiramente plantas medicinais no tratamento de doenças 

humanas. A área de estudo é delimitada pelo número de zonas 

húmidas e as pessoas recolhem as plantas aquáticas por seu 

conhecimento habitual como recursos alimentares. Mas, devido à 

expansão da área da cidade, a construção de estradas provoca a 

perda da diversidade de plantas e com a exploração aleatória dos 

recursos naturais muitas plantas medicinais valiosas estão em fase 

de extinção. O presente estudo documentou que plantas 

etnomedicinais foram utilizadas principalmente para o tratamento de 

várias doenças. 
 

Palavras-chave: Santragachi, West Bengal India, Conhecimento 

tradicional, Doença, Fitodiversidade. 
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